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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office Action is response to the RCE filed 4/4/2005 . 

2. Applicant's amendments to claims 1 - 15 are acknowledged. Consequently, claims 1-15 
are currently pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1 - 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Richard Stokes 
(U.S. 4,870,515). 

♦ As per claim 1, 

Richard Stokes (U.S. 4,870,515) discloses a music piece data managing apparatus comprising: 
" A storage part for storing music piece data and management data associated therewith 
in a manner allowing additional writing" See Fig. 1, Fig. 4, col. 5, lines 35 - 38. " The 
storage part" corresponds to the data terminal 42. " Management data" corresponds to the 
artist or tile data that stored together with the music pieces (see abstract). As seen in Fig. 
1, the tape is allowed to write data into the tape (portable tape player 40, col. 5, lines 44 - 
50) for later reproducing. Therefore, this is "allowing for additional writing". 



Application/Control Number: 09/982,796 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2161 

- " A display part for displaying the data management data stored in said storage part and 
display a message to prompt an input operation for instructing an order of reproduction of 
said music piece data" See Fig. 4, element 112, col. 6, lines 52- 58. Stokes teaches that 
the system will prompt for selection of choices such as artist, titles (col. 9, lines 12-13), 
and Fig. 15 is a display of management data that waiting for user selections. 

" A reproducing order generating part for forming reproducing order data to determine an 
order of reproduction of music pieces by correlating said input operation with said 
management data" see col. 6, lines 10-28. "said input operation" corresponds to the 
operation of user to select the music or to program the selections. 
" A data transfer part for transferring said reproducing order data to another storage part 
outside said music piece data managing apparatus" see col. 6, lines 64 - col. 7, lines 39. 
The data is transferred from RAM 110 (located in the terminal 42) to the portable device 
memory or from memory to tape, or from tape to tape (col. 2, lines 19-21, col. 3, lines 
30-40). 

♦ As per claim 2, Stokes discloses: 

- " Said reproducing order generating part rearranges said management data in accordance 
with the reproducing order of the music pieces and allocates edition numbers representing 
the order of reproduction to said management data, thereby forming the reproducing 
order data" See col. 2, lines 33 - 38, col. 6, lines 19 - 27. The user can rearrange the 
order of music pieces according to user's desires (col. 8, lines 15 - 23). 

♦ As per claims 3-4, Stokes discloses: 
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- " Said management data includes a music piece name of the music piece data, data 
indicative of attributes of said music piece, and a memory address indicative of a storing 
position of said music piece data in said storage part" see col. 8, lines 15-23. 

♦ As per claims 5, 9, 12, Stokes discloses: 

- " Said reproducing order generating part generates said reproducing order data and adds 
additional writing data comprising the music piece data and the management data 
associated therewith which have been additionally written onto said storage part to said 
formed reproducing order data" See col. 2, lines 3 - 30. 

♦ As per claims 6-7, Stokes discloses: 

- " A portable data recording medium is used" See col. 5, lines 49 - 5 1 . 

♦ As per claims 8, 10-11, Stokes discloses: 

Richard Stokes (U.S. 4,870,515) discloses a music piece data managing apparatus comprising: 

- " A storage part for storing music piece data and management data associated therewith 
in a manner allowing additional writing" See Fig. 1, Fig. 16, col. 4, lines 49 - col. 5 lines 
10. " The storage part" corresponds to the tape that recorded the music pieces. " 
Management data" corresponds to the artist or tile data that stored together with the 
music pieces (see abstract). As seen in Fig. 1, the tape is allowed to write data into the 
tape for later reproducing. Therefore, this is "allowing for additional writing". 

- "A transfer data reading part for reading the reproducing order data transferred by said 
data transfer media" col. 10, lines 20 - 26. 

- " A reproduction control part for collating the reproducing order data read by said 
transfer data reading part with the management data stored in said storage part and 
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controlling reproduction of the music piece data stored in said storage part based on the 
order of reproduction designated by said reproducing order data" See col. 9, lines 17 - 
20, col. 2, lines 3 - 38. 

" A data transfer part for transferring said reproducing order data by a data transfer 
media" see col. 2, lines 3-38. 

♦ As per claims 13-14, Stokes discloses: 

- " Said reproducing order data is transferred to said another storage part by using a 
memory medium" see col. 6, lines 64 - col. 7, lines 39. The data is transferred from RAM 
110 (located in the terminal 42) to the portable device memory by connection bus. 

♦ As per claims 15, Stokes discloses: 

- " Said reproducing order data is transferred to said another storage part by using a radio 
wave apparatus" See col. 5, lines 1 1 - 34. 

Response to Arguments 
5. Applicant's arguments filed 08/05/04 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Stokes fails to disclose a data transfer part for transferring 
reproducing order data to another storage part outside music piece data managing apparatus. The 
Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

Referring to Fig. 2, col. 5, lines 35 - 38, Stokes discloses a terminal 42, which is 
corresponding to the managing storage part. At col. 2, lines 19-21, col. 3, lines 30 - 40, Stokes 
teaches that data can be directly transferred to another tape, tape-to-tape, memory-to-tape, or 
tape-to-memory. Since the terminal includes the memory, the music is transferred from this 
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terminal to a portable player device (40). Therefore, the data must transfer outside music piece 
data managing apparatus. 

Applicant argues that Stokes fails to disclose the limitation of forming reproducing order 
data based on the input operation. The Examiner respectfully disagrees. 
Referring to col. 6, lines 19-28, col. 8, lines 15-23, col. 8, lines 15-23, Stokes clearly teach 
that the selection from the user is programmed so that the system will form reproducing order 
data based on the input operation. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

- Kupka et al (U.S. 6,434,535) discloses a system for prepayment of electronic content 
using removable media and for prevention of unauthorized copying of same. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CamLinh Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-4024. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on (571) 272-4023. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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